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One of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
Iguassu Falls are one of the most powerful displays of nature on the planet.  
 
The sight and sound of 275 waterfalls thundering together is unforgettable at any time. To be 
seeing it alone is something else entirely.  
 
As the only hotel in Brazil’s Iguassu National Park, Belmond Hotel das Cataratas has exclusive 
access to the falls before 9am and after 5pm every day. In summer that means six hours of 
daylight where guests can experience the famous falls without the crowds of tourists.  
 
Early risers can snack on a light breakfast before walking along a trail that’s alive with the 
flutter of colourful butterflies, listening to the sounds of toucans and the roar of the water 
ahead.  
 
When the park opens to thousands of tourists this trail can feel like a long queue. When it’s 
closed to all but Belmond Hotel das Cataratas guests it’s a piece of paradise. 
 
The Iguassu Falls stretch for almost three kilometres on the border of Brazil and Argentina. All 
but three of the falls are on the Argentinian side which means the best viewing is from the 
Brazilian national park.  
 
Every step reveals a new angle of the falls, and when guests reach the Devil’s Throat, the 
steepest and most dramatic of the waterfalls, the sound is deafening and the mist from the 
crashing water creates rainbows as it envelops them.  
 
After savouring their private moments with Mother Nature guests can return to the hotel as 
the park opens its gates, and sit down to a full breakfast to refuel for the day ahead.  
 
Belmond Hotel das Cataratas has gloried in its enviable location for more than 50 years, but it 
was after Belmond (previously Orient-Express Hotels) acquired it in 2007 and spent close to 
$42 million on refurbishments that it reached true luxury status.  
 
The pale pink colonial hacienda in the midst of an emerald forest was restored to its original 
1950s charm with all 193 rooms, restaurants and public areas completely refurbished.  
 
Elegant colonial furniture, dark wooden floors and colourful curtains with motifs of local flora 
greet guests in the bedrooms while white marble and Portuguese tiles await in bathrooms 
which offer both bathtubs to soak in and showers to freshen up.  
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Furniture is made from environmentally friendly certified softwood, beds are box sprung with 
300 or 600 thread count Egyptian cotton linen by Trussardi, and amenities are by Granado, 
the oldest apothecary in Brazil which became the official pharmacy of the Brazilian Royal 
Family soon after it opened in 1870.  
 
The rooms offer views of either the waterfalls, gardens, pool or forest and come in seven 
categories: Superior, Deluxe, Waterfall Deluxe, Junior Suite, Noble Suite, Tower Suite and the 
three Master Suites with Juliet balconies to soak up the views— two of the gardens and one 
of the thundering falls. 
 
The hotel has two pools: the larger at 3337m2 has an infinity border, while the smaller is for 
children. Both are heated and open year round for swimming or simply lazing under palm 
trees.  
 
Rare orchids and bromeliads grow in the hotel’s tropical gardens, and those who like to get 
their blood pumping can head to the tennis court or a gym with cardio equipment and free 
weights. Both are free of charge for guests.  
 
Those who love to be pampered can choose between 20 treatments at the Belmond Hotel das 
Cataratas spa. With a relaxation area that overlooks the lush gardens, the spa is made up of 
six treatment rooms, including one for couples, with a bath, and two steam rooms, one for 
men and one for women.  
 
Spa treatments use 100% natural products including passion fruit, green clay and organic 
sugar, and guests can choose to play their own music through a docking station or listen to 
the sounds chosen by the spa technicians.  
 
When guests want to combine business with pleasure the hotel also has conference rooms 
which can cater for 150 people.  
 
Brazilians take their food seriously and when it’s time to dine Belmond Hotel das Cataratas 
takes good care of both taste buds and appetites. 
 
There are two restaurants: Ipe Grill which combines an air conditioned room with a large 
terrace near the pool, and Itaipu on the ground floor of the building where diners can enjoy 
meals on a verandah with waterfall views. Guests can also have snacks with their cocktails as 
they listen to the piano player in Bar Taroba.   
 
Food is international with a Brazilian twist with à la carte, buffet and BBQ options, while 
guests who love their fruit will be spoilt for choice. 
 
Colourful and exotic, the large fruit platters combine a mixture of familiar and lesser known 
options from lychees and mangoes to acerola, jabuticaba, mangostin and orange kinkan, all 
full of the most extraordinary flavours.  
 
While there is much to do within the hotel, it’s what takes place on its doorstep that attracts 
people from around the world.  
 
With so many possible activities guests are often spoilt for choice. Tours include boat rides 
that come exhilaratingly close to the falls and helicopter flights that provide a bird’s eye view 
of the cascading water. There are forest hikes, visits to an exotic bird sanctuary and the 
special lunar rainbow walks to see colours cast by moonlight through the waterfalls.   
 
To help guests select the best possible itinerary the hotel has created its own travel agency, 
Iguassu Experiences. This dedicated concierge team contacts guests at the time of booking to 
help them choose between the various options so they can make the most of their time.  
 
They can also help guests avoid making the same mistake as so many who have gone before 
them. Many guests regretfully tell staff as they check out that they only wish they’d spent 
more time at their beautiful hotel and one of the natural wonders of the world. 
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In 1542 Spain’s Cabeza de Vaca became the first recorded European to see Iguassu Falls as he 
searched for a river route to Paraguay. He named them the Waterfalls of Saint Mary but the 
world still knows them today by the name given by the area’s indigenous people, the GuaranI, 
which means "great water.”  
 
The first campaign to preserve the area started in 1876, four years after Yellowstone National 
Park in the United States became the first national park in the world.  
 
When the aviation pioneer Alberto Santos-Dumont visited the falls in 1916 he became a 
champion for the park, calling for more government attention to the area which was privately 
owned by a man named Jesus do Val.  
 
Alves de Camargo, the President of the Province of Parana at the time, agreed that it was vital 
to keep the area safe for future generations and appropriated the land surrounding the falls. 
 
The Iguassu National Park was formally created in 1934, became a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in 1986, and now covers around 185,000 hectares. Its rich biodiversity includes more than 
2000 plant species, more than 400 bird species and up to 80 kinds of mammal, including rare 
ocelots and jaguars.  
 
When the late U.S. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt visited Iguassu Falls in 1944 she was so 
overwhelmed by the sight that she reportedly exclaimed “Poor Niagara!” She is far from being 
the only tourist to be similarly moved.  
 
Plans for the first hotel on the site began in 1915 when Mayor Jorge Schimmelpfeng and Jesus 
do Val invited Frederico Engel to open a branch of the Hotel Brasil in close proximity to the 
falls.  
 
The first hotel, popular with weekending families,  was a relatively humble wood construction 
and in 1920 Mayor Schimmelpfeng, announced plans to build an adjacent casino hotel. Then, 
in 1924, the Hotel Brasil was invaded by a group of revolutionaries who occupied the city for 
seven months. The hotel was pillaged and then abandoned.   
 
When the revolutionaries left, Mayor Schimmelpfeng leased the remains of the property 
which reopened first as a restaurant for tourists and then as a guest house. But in 1937 the 
entire wooden structure burnt down after the guest house owner’s daughter was bitten by a 
hornet and the owner tried to burn the hornets’ nest that was found inside the building.  
 
Two years later, in 1939, plans to build a new hotel began, but construction was delayed by 
World War II.  
 
Ten years later the then Brazilian President Juscelino Kubitschek was visiting the falls and 
decided to recommence building, with a view to opening a casino. By the time the hotel was 
completed gambling was no longer allowed in Brazil, but staying at a beautiful hotel by 
Iguassu Falls was still a very attractive proposition.  
 
The Hotel das Cataratas was finally opened in 1958 by former President Kubitschek and Jorge 
Schimmelpfeng. The original two-storey Portuguese colonial style building had 62 rooms; it 
was later joined by two wings, the first completed in 1971 and the second in 1982. 
  
The hotel’s formal restaurant, Itaipu, is where the contract between Brazil and Portugal to 
build what was then the biggest power plant in the world, Itaipu Dam, was signed.  
 
In response to its ecological operating policies the hotel became the first in Latin America to 
qualify for the ISO 14001 Environmental Management certification.  
 
In 2007 the hotel became part of Belmond (previously Orient-Express Hotels) and underwent 
a $42 million dollar refurbishment.  
 
The new look Belmond Hotel das Cataratas was created by renowned French designer Michel 
Jouannet who is also responsible for the refurbishment of Belmond Copacabana Palace in Rio 
de Janeiro and Belmond Hotel Cipriani in Venice.  
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Magnum Barbosa, Piano Player  
 
Sometimes life can take you to unexpected places. Magnum Barbosa was playing the piano in 
a department store in Ciudad del Este, Paraguay, when he was discovered by the former Food 
and Beverage Manager for Belmond Hotel das Cataratas.  
 
He was soon playing a grand piano at the grand hotel and for more than two years he has 
been entertaining guests as they watch the sunset over one of the natural wonders of the 
world.  
 
While the first sight of Iguassu Falls is something most people will never forget, Magnum 
admits he has no memory of his first time.  
 
“As I was born and raised in Iguassu I was too young to remember the first time I saw them 
but Belmond Hotel das Cataratas has a special meaning for me as this is the most classic and 
historic building in town. As a professional this is where you have the highest level of guests 
and where I feel that they most appreciate my music.” 
 
Magnum started to study piano when he was 12 years old and immediately fell in love with 
the instrument. He also plays the accordion, melodica and classical guitar in his spare time. 
 
Magnum had worked in theatres and other hotels and played in a number of different bands 
before he joined the team at Belmond Hotel das Cataratas. 
 
From Monday to Saturday he can now be found at the piano bar playing old school classics 
and favourites, and he says it’s a job he adores. “I put my soul into playing— and it is lovely 
when you find someone in the crowd as passionate about music as I am. From the Piano Bar 
you also have the best view over the sunset. Outside is very green, full of birds from different 
species.” 
 
Magnum welcomes a sing along and says while the Girl From Ipanema is one of the biggest 
crowd pleasers, the most commonly requested songs are Bossa Nova and the Phantom of the 
Opera. But there is one request he will never forget. 
 
“During the World Cup in 2014, a group of Germans requested I play the German hymn after 
Germany beat Brazil in the historic 7 to 1 match. It was a very funny moment.”Magnum says 
he enjoys playing with other musicians from around the world who are visiting, and loves the 
chance to talk to guests both during and after his sets.   
 
“I am always delighted to have a cocktail with the guests when I am invited to. It is always 
good to exchange experiences and my favourite cocktail at the moment is the Aperol Spritz, 
even though the Bar Menu is full of delights.”  
 
 
 
 

At Belmond Hotel das Cataratas there are so many exciting activities that the hotel has 
created its own travel agency to help guests plan their stay.  
 
Enjoy Exclusive Access to Iguassu Falls  
 
When the park is open during the day thousands of visitors arrive. At full capacity, Belmond 
Hotel das Cataratas has 400 guests. 
 
That means that when the park is closed to everyone but hotel guests it is possible to walk to 
the falls with no one else around, to be surrounded by the power of nature and feel like a lone 
explorer. Albeit an explorer with a luxury hotel to return to for gourmet food and a soft bed.  
 
Guests can take advantage of the endless scenic opportunities that Iguassu Falls presents 
without jostling with other enthusiastic photographers. The first picture of the day captures 
the falls in all their pristine glory—but as guests return for breakfast they may meet a wall of 
people with their cameras out in the same spot they previously had to themselves.  
 
Belmond Hotel das Cataratas is surrounded by 185,000 hectares of tropical forest which is 
home to rare plants, birds and animals. When the afternoon crowds have gone and wildlife 
starts to emerge, guests can walk amongst butterflies big and small, watch colourful birds flit 
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between the trees and listen to nothing but the sounds of the forest before returning for 
cocktails as the sun sets over the falls.   
 
Lunar Rainbow Over Iguassu Falls  
 
By day the mist created by more than a million litres of water per second thundering over the 
Iguassu Falls is aglow with beautiful rainbows.  
 
When the moon is full a different kind of rainbow can be seen; an arc that rises above a wall 
of white water. On closer inspection silvery colours can be seen within what is affectionately 
known as the Moonbow.  
 
For four nights a month, when the moon is full, Belmond Hotel das Cataratas guests are 
invited to join an exclusive excursion to the falls to experience this rare phenomenon. 
 
Private Boat Tours  
 
Taking to the river and getting right up to the base of the falls is one of the most popular 
activities at Iguassu Falls, as the long queues to get a spot in the boats clearly show. 
 
Belmond Hotel das Cataratas guests are able to skip these queues and avoid sharing their boat 
with 30 or so strangers.  
 
Private Macuco Safari Tours 
 
The hotel’s travel agency can arrange private Macuco Safari Tours for guests that start with a 
three-kilometre ride through the rainforest before hopping into an inflatable twin engine boat 
and zooming towards the falls.  
 
The sights and sounds of the falls from below are unforgettable, as is the feeling when the 
driver zips through one of the falls and soaks everyone in the boat.  
 
After shaking the water from the famous falls out of their hair guests can freshen up back in 
their luxurious bathroom and be ready for more adventures ahead.  
 
 

 
 
When Belmond took over the Hotel das Cataratas it not only invested in the hotel itself, but in 
the surrounding national park. 
 
The company committed $4 million to help update the park’s electricity supply, redesign the 
old park entrance, install CCTV and build a bicycle path from the gate to the hotel.  
 
It also donated $1.4 million towards a special project to help preserve the last of the area’s 
jaguars and pumas.  
 
Ten years ago the population of these beautiful big cats was in sharp decline. The Carnivores 
Project installed night vision cameras around the park and used tracking devices fitted onto 
captured and released animals to study their behaviour and devise programmes to improve 
their survival and breeding rates.  
 
Since the Carnivores Project began the number of pumas has increased from around 30 to at 
least 60, while jaguars have gone from a critically low population of eight to around 35.  
 
Belmond Hotel das Cataratas also supports an environmental school within the park where 
children can come and learn about the area’s unique ecosystem.  
 
The hotel was the first in Latin America to receive the ISO 14001 Environmental Management 
certification and also holds SA 8000 certifications for social responsibility. 
 
Throughout the hotel rubbish is collected for recycling and electrical energy controls are in 
place.  
 
As well as training staff in best environmental practices Belmond Hotel das Cataratas is always 
looking for new ways to take care of the environment and help protect its special part of the 
world. 
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