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The first wildlife area to be set aside by tribal people, the Moremi Reserve is the only part of 
Botswana where the Big Five can be found.  
 
Lions, leopards, elephants, rhinoceros and buffalo are indeed a memorable quintet, but the 
list of creatures to spot in this wildlife haven is far longer. Hippopotamus, antelopes, giraffes, 
zebras, wild dogs, hyenas, and more can be sighted on the ground while more than 300 
species of birds can be found in the air—making it both an animal lover’s and twitcher’s 
paradise.  
 
Some may even see a pangolin. 
 
Often described as scaly anteaters, pangolin are covered in tough, overlapping scales, walk on 
their hind legs and quickly roll into a tight ball when threatened.  The most trafficked mammal 
on earth, they are now also one of the most endangered, and as they are so shy it is a 
precious moment when they appear.  
 
On the edge of the Moremi Reserve, in a private concession on the Khwai River floodplains, 
Belmond Khwai River Lodge is a luxurious safari retreat amongst the animal action.   
 
With 14 luxury tented rooms and Belmond Safaris’ only private suite, Khwai is the largest of 
Belmond’s Botswana lodges, yet with a maximum of 30 guests it maintains an intimate feel.   
 
When combined with Belmond Eagle Island Lodge on a private island in the Okavango Delta 
and Belmond Savute Elephant Lodge in the Chobe National Park, it offers guests the chance to 
experience three different Botswana ecosystems in prime locations, from the only cluster of 
safari lodges to offer air-conditioned, tented rooms. 
 
Built on raised wooden platforms for better animal and landscape viewing, the en-suite rooms 
feature large private decks with day beds, hammocks and a table for intimate candlelit 
dinners.  
 
A large four poster bed with mosquito netting shares the room with comfortable chairs and a 
writing desk, the bathroom has his and hers sinks alongside a shower, robes and slippers 
await in the dressing room and the complimentary mini bar is fully stocked.  
 
Set in its own secluded corner of the lodge, the Private Suite has a splash pool that overlooks 
a hippo watering hole, enabling guests to wallow as they watch a hippopotamus do the same. 
The Suite’s open air bathroom features a beautiful deep copper-framed Victorian bath and 
double open air showers sheltered only by a tree canopy.  
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Belmond Khwai River Lodge introduced by Amanda Woods  
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All guests are invited to cool down in the lodge’s 20 metre swimming pool or to treat 
themselves to massages, body wraps, facials and more with one of the lodge’s two spa 
therapists either in the Belmond Khwai River Lodge Spa or on their private deck.   
 
There’s a feeling of spaciousness at Belmond Khwai River Lodge, where the dining and lounge 
areas are open to the breeze, with an expansive wooden deck offering superb river views.  
 
A large grassed area creates extra space between the tented rooms which are in turn divided 
by trees and bushes to offer every guest a sense of privacy.  
 
When it’s time to go on safari, a wealth of different adventures beckon. There are early 
morning game drives, moonlight safaris, walking safaris and star gazing excursions when 
guests can look through a powerful telescope at the Milky Way while listening to the sounds 
of nocturnal animals all around. 
 
While some African safaris can involve 20 cars full of people trying to glimpse the same lion, at 
Belmond Khwai River Lodge a maximum of two or three vehicles go out at a time, and each 
one only has six seats so everyone has a window seat.   
 
Moremi Wildlife Reserve is in the heart of the Okavango Delta where no fences are allowed.  
Animals roam freely according to their seasonal migration patterns, which means there is an 
abundance of wildlife to be seen year-round.  
 
Chefs prepare gourmet picnics for guests to take on game drives, while back at the lodge 
there are all-day snacks on offer. A special buffet of African specialities is shared around a 
camp fire in Mothupi’s Boma, a traditional meeting place, as a choir sings tribal songs. Private 
dining on the decks of tented rooms is available at any time.  
 
Stays at Belmond Safaris are all-inclusive and cover meals and a selection of drinks including 
alcoholic beverages, apart from certain premium brands and champagnes. Wi-Fi and a same 
day laundry service are also complimentary. 
 

 
 
Belmond Khwai River Lodge holds a special place in Botswana’s history: in the 1970s it 
became one of the first lodges to turn its back on hunting in favour of photographic safaris.  
 
It was set up by Harry Selby, the man who inspired a fictional hero in an Ernest Hemingway 
novel and was immortalised in the work of another American writer, Robert Ruark, who wrote 
Horn of the Hunter, based on their first safari together.  
 
When hunting was banned in Kenya, one of the biggest operations in Africa, Ker & Downey, 
obtained the Khwai River and Mababe concessions in the Okavango Delta and Harry Selby was 
hired to run the Botswana operation.  
 
Selby chose his favourite camping spot under giant sycamore figs and leadwood trees on the 
northern bank of the Khwai River, and Khwai River Lodge opened in 1971 with the first 
president of the newly independent Botswana, Sir Seretse Khama, and his wife Lady Ruth 
among the guests.  
 
To negotiate flood channels Selby also built his “bridge over the river Khwai” which is today 
the famous North Gate entrance to the Moremi Game Reserve.  
 
He may have been one of the best hunters around, but Selby was also one of the first to 
realise how important it is to preserve wildlife rather than hunt it to extinction. In the mid-
1980s the company divided, allowing Khwai River Lodge to become an exclusive photo safari 
camp while hunters went elsewhere. Eventually Selby himself went back to hunting, and Ker 
& Downey sold the camp to Jon Panos of Gametrackers.  
 
When Panos decided to retire in 1991 he approached Orient-Express Hotels (later Belmond), 
and the property became part of the company in 1993.  
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Christelle Horne, General Manager  
 
Christelle Horne became General Manager of Belmond Safaris, including Belmond Eagle Island 
Lodge, Belmond Savute Elephant Lodge and Belmond Khwai River Lodge, in November 2015.  
 
Christelle’s new role followed four years as Belmond’s Regional Human Resources Manager 
for Africa, which enabled her to gain an intimate knowledge of the lodges, the people who 
work there and the visitors who travel across the world in search of a unique luxury safari 
experience.  
 
After starting her working life as a teacher, Christelle moved into Human Resources and 
accumulated more than 25 years of management experience, including roles in the fire 
security and diamond mining industries, before moving into hospitality in 2003. Her passion 
for people and supporting their development has seen her introduce internal coaching and 
mentoring for managers and staff, and establish projects to raise awareness about social 
issues including HIV/AIDS.  
 
After growing up in South Africa and visiting Botswana regularly, Christelle says that moving to 
Botswana has changed her life. Beyond offering her the chance to do a job that she’s 
passionate about. “Botswana’s lifestyle makes you realise that keeping up with the Joneses 
has no future and adds no value to the planet or to your life. Now I have extra hours in my day 
that used to be spent sitting in traffic. When you have a busy life those are magic hours that I 
can now spend relaxing and out in nature with the animals.”  
 
Lydia “Sadie” Selepe, Spa Therapist 
 
A spa treatment is a glorious thing to indulge in after a long journey, a big day out on safari, or 
really any time at all. Belmond Khwai River Lodge has two spa therapists on site so guests can 
be pampered at any time. In Botswana spa therapists must be local people, but at Belmond 
Khwai River Lodge they must also be trained to international standards and have international 
qualifications.  
 
Lydia Selepe, who is affectionately known as Sadie, completed her training at Gaborone 
Technical College and worked as a massage and beauty therapist in the capital before joining 
Belmond Safaris. She has now been working at Belmond Khwai River Lodge for more than two 
years and says she loves introducing guests to the Lodge’s treatments. 
 
The spa uses Africology products; 100% natural, they include ingredients used by traditional 
healers, such as the local potato, which features in a manicure. “We also offer a potato mask 
which brightens, soothes and moisturises the skin and helps to prevent aging,” explains Sadie. 
 
The stones used for hot stone treatments, which appear on spa menus around the world, are 
not indigenous to the area around Belmond Khwai River Lodge, so sticks are used instead. 
“Massage sticks create pressure on the back, feet and legs, releasing tension,” Sadie says. 
 
While most of the treatments are done in the spa, Sadie also offers massages on guests’ 
private decks, where they can watch animals go by as she works her magic on their muscles. A 
true chance to breathe deep and relax in nature. 
 

 
 
Driving or walking, day or night, Belmond Khwai River Lodge has a range of safari activities to 
choose from. 
 
Walking Safaris  
 
It’s said that if a game drive is like reading a book, a walking safari is like becoming a character 
in that book. Christelle Horne, General Manager of Belmond Safaris, says the length and pace 
are adapted to each guest: "It's all about stopping to look at trees, plants and smaller animals. 
Guests can also learn to identify and track animals’ different footprints.“ From elephants to 
insects, a walking safari is a unique chance to see nature both large and small.  
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Moonlight Safaris  
 
When darkness falls over the Moremi wildlife reserve it’s not just the stars that come out. 
Nocturnal animals start to prowl and a night drive into what feels like the middle of nowhere 
is the perfect way to move amongst them.  
 
Spotlights are used to reveal what’s out there in the dark and there’s also the opportunity to 
experience the Botswana bush with no light at all save that of the moon. The senses of sound 
and smell are heightened as animals rustle through the undergrowth and sweet fragrances fill 
the night air.  
 
With no light pollution, the sky around Belmond Khwai River Lodge is covered with a blanket 
of stars. As well as being dazzled by their beauty, guests can learn how bushmen used them to 
navigate their way across the land. A powerful telescope is on hand for closer views of planets 
and constellations, including the Southern Cross and others that are not seen in the Northern 
Hemisphere.  
 

 
To ensure that local villagers have easy access to water even in the dry season Belmond Khwai 
River Lodge has donated a water bowser and water storage drums to the village, so they can 
get water from the river year round.  
 
The lodge also supports two charities in Maun, from where guests fly to and from the lodge. 
The Bana Ba Letsatsi centre helps orphans and vulnerable children in Maun and is open to 
youngsters of all ages. Belmond Safaris’ registered company nurse is also a mentor at Bana Ba 
Letsatsi.  
 
The second charity, Motse Wa Tsholofelo Orphan and Vulnerable Children Day Care looks 
after 52 HIV-affected children aged two to six years and their carers. These malnourished and 
often forgotten children are fed and given a safe and friendly environment where they can 
gain a basic education and learn to interact with others.  
 
Meanwhile at the lodge itself, recycling is encouraged amongst guests and glass, plastic and 
paper are sent to Maun for processing. The lodge is also looking to lighten its eco footprint 
with a number of upgrades including thermo heat geysers and more solar panels. 
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